Unfortunately, however, the river itself still remained as a link between the two, and after the linen of the first cases had been washed in the river whence the peasants on the further bank drew their drinking-water, cholera as rapidly spread on the further as on the hither side.
In view of the affinity of the cholera poison for water, and the frequency with which it is carried in this medium, one is tempted to ask whether it is only coincidence, or something more, that has led the Russian peasant to conceive cholera under the form of a woman holding a bucket in either hand.
The immense, the overwhelming importance of a pure water-supply, free from the remote possibility of contamination by dejecta, as a safeguard against cholera, is a lesson that has been frequently taught before, but that derives a fresh significance from the experiences of the last two years in Russia and France and Germany.
The Volga and the Neva, the Seine and the Marne, the Elbe, and a score of smaller streams, are object-lessons that cannot be ignored. Nor can it be forgotten that one of these rivers at least was an active agent in the distribution of cholera, even after its water had been submitted to the ordinary processes of filtration.
The influence of weather upon a cholera epidemic has frequently been discussed, and there can be no doubt that the cholera virus finds much more favourable conditions for its spread in warm weather than in cold. A rise in activity in the summer months, and a fall frequently to total disappearance during the winter, lias been the course followed by almost every epidemic of which records exist. It is, however, worthy of remark that the severest cold is not of itself sufficient to extinguish an epidemic. Although last winter was so intensely cold in Russia as to be declared by the authorities at the Central Physical Observatory in St. Petersburg to have been one of the severest winters, and in some respects the severest winter, on record even in Russia, yet cholera never wholly disappeared from the country. 
